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Cameraman Tom Vetter, left, films journalist Rich Newberg, right, as he interviews Bishop William 

Henderson in front of the Michigan Street Baptist Church, one of the sites included in a series of 

videos on local Black history they have produced for schools.  
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Most people know about the tragedy that marked the 1901 Pan-

American Exposition in Buffalo. But how many know about the 

travesty? 
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While the assassination of President William McKinley is well known, 

how many know of the midway exhibits on the “Old Plantation” and 

“Darkest Africa,” which portrayed African Americans and Africans in 

the most vile and stereotypical terms for the 8 million people who 

attended? 

Or how many know that Buffalo’s Black leaders, beyond just 

protesting, got the “American Negro Exhibit” – which chronicled the 

achievements of African Americans and had been featured in Paris – 

brought to Buffalo to counter the exposition’s repulsive images? 

And even when it comes to McKinley, how many know that a Black 

man, James Parker, subdued the assassin and prevented him from 

getting off more shots? Parker was never called to testify at the 

shooter’s trial and was essentially “written out of history,” in the words 

of retired WIVB-TV anchor and senior correspondent Rich Newberg. 

But that history – and much more – is documented in a series of short 

“teachable moments in time” videos that Newberg has put together 

from the station’s Black history specials he co-hosted with former 

colleague Mylous Hairston as well as his own work over the decades. 

His goal? To make them available for classroom teachers to bring 

Buffalo’s Black history to life in ways that textbooks and dry lectures 

never could. The bite-sized moments of living history, co-produced 

with videographer Tom Vetter, cover everything from Buffalo as an 

Underground Railroad terminus to its key role in the Niagara 

Movement to its place as a tour stop in the development of jazz. 

There are segments on everyone from historical figures like Mary B. 

Talbert and J. Edward Nash to retired Deputy Assembly Speaker 

Arthur O. Eve and Mayor Byron W. Brown; on issues like how 

redlining destroyed once-integrated neighborhoods and how to 



reverse the effects; and on sites from Broderick Park, Dug’s Dive and 

Ann Montgomery’s Little Harlem to the Michigan Street Baptist 

Church, Nash House and Colored Musicians Club. 

The stories fill a gap that schools have been pressed for decades to 

close. Buffalo’s Black history is Buffalo and American history, and 

there’s no way so many young Blacks would take the wrong path if 

they knew what their ancestors here had accomplished. Nor would it 

be as easy to grow up with racist attitudes if all students learned the 

contributions and achievements of African Americans as a matter of 

course. 

Newberg began the schools effort last year, well before George Floyd’s 

death. Yet it couldn’t be more timely, given the racial reckoning 

currently taking place. 

“There’s no greater moment than now,” says the Emmy winner and 

Buffalo Broadcasters Hall of Fame inductee. “African American 

history is American history, and the soul-searching has to come from 

all Americans.” 

Properly educating the next generation of Western New York leaders 

has to be a key part of that soul-searching. When Heidi Ziemer of the 

Western New York Library Resources Council learned of the effort, she 

saw the educational possibilities and connected Newberg with Rich 

Pyszczek, president of the Niagara Frontier Council for the Social 

Studies and coordinator of social studies for Buffalo Public Schools. 

He and Newberg introduced the concept to about 70 urban, suburban 

and rural teachers in a session last fall and “everyone loved it. They 

thought it was great. They wanted more of that kind of stuff,” Pyszczek 

said. 



In February, they unveiled it at a workshop of BPS leadership teams of 

administrators, teachers, parents, students and others, and again “it 

was very well received,” he said. 

Ziemer called the videos culled from news footage and documentaries 

“an opportunity for students to get a different kind of learning 

experience, one that includes a firsthand account of the past.” 

A test run at Buffalo’s Arthur O. Eve School of Distinction before the 

pandemic hit proved the concept’s value. Nicholas Robson’s fourth-

grade class learned that Eve – who visited as part of the effort – is 

more than just a name on their building, with the video on him noting, 

among other things, the educational and job opportunities he fought 

to create. 

“I definitely see where they could and should be used across the 

district,” Robson said of the videos. 

Fatima Morrell, BPS associate superintendent in the Office of 

Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, sees the videos 

fitting right in with other district efforts to tackle implicit bias and 

systemic racism, with the disproportionate suspensions and special 

education placements of students of color being one example. 

She noted that when kids don’t see themselves reflected in the 

curriculum, “that leads them to think, ‘I don’t fit in here, I don’t belong 

here,’” and that’s when they may start acting out. Newberg’s pieces, 

she said, capture “the greatness and the brilliance of people of color” 

while “also addressing local history,” which national textbooks don’t 

teach. 

She said that a lot of teachers also weren’t aware of some of that 

history, such as Buffalo’s connection to the founding of the NAACP via 



the Niagara Movement, or the Latinx movement here and “how hard 

their fight has been.” 

“You would really be surprised how many of us just don’t know that 

information,” Morrell said. 

Once schools figure out what they‘ll be doing this fall, Morrell said the 

intent is to train social studies teachers in how to use the material, 

especially in grades seven through 12. The plan is also to incorporate it 

in English classes. Since the material has been digitized, it can be used 

in virtual instruction as well as in the classroom, meaning it can be 

incorporated no matter what form education takes amid the 

pandemic. 

Newberg and Pyszczek also want to get the videos into suburban and 

rural schools. Pyszczek noted that the state’s revamped social studies 

framework puts more emphasis on primary materials, which the news-

based segments certainly are. 

With WIVB management promoting such work over the years and 

granting Newberg the rights to use the materials for educational 

purposes, he doesn’t just want to reach K-12 students. He’s also 

donated other Black history materials to the Buffalo & Erie County 

Public Library and to the Monroe Fordham Archives at SUNY 

Buffalo State, where special collections archivist Hope Dunbar said 

they’ll be added to the online repository. She said faculty members 

who know about them are already excited about the added resource, 

especially with online learning assuming greater prominence. 

Newberg, who also named his company Teachable Moments in Time, 

envisions the effort expanding to cover other issues, such as the 

Holocaust or Love Canal and environmental concerns. 
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But the immediate focus is Black history, an effort that had its genesis 

in 1999 when the late African American photojournalist Don Dawkins 

put some tapes he’d done on his own on the desk of Newberg, who is 

Jewish, and said, “Slavery is to me what the Holocaust is to you.” That 

led to a multi-part series on the Underground Railroad and sites like 

the Nash House and the church, and helped stoke an interest in inner-

city issues Newberg already had after doing pieces on everyone from 

Julian Bond to Bishop Desmond Tutu when they visited Buffalo. 

The 18 videos – most running between two and seven minutes, though 

a few are longer – don’t gloss over the problems Black communities 

face; after all, the material is culled from the news. But they present 

those problems in the context of what Black leaders and community 

members are doing to address them so that students understand they 

have the power to make a difference. 

 

 


